Maj. Gen. Tad Oelstrom, 3rd Air Force
commander, prepares for his final flight

with Capt. Steve Madson, 494th Fighter
Squadron weapon systems officer, while

A1C Cole Fricke looks on Wednesday. It
was the final time for Oelstrom to suitup

with the Liberty Wing. He is leaving 3rd

Air Force to take over as superintendent

of the U.S. Air Force Academy.
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3rd AF commander says ‘farewell’

no-fly zone in Iraq. We evacuated American citizens from civil
conflicts in Western and Central Africa, and moved peacekeepers
into Liberia. We participated in numerous exercises and inspec-
tions, and always came out well ahead.

One of the most difficult things a commander ever has to do isWe reorganized, downsized, grew and repostured ourselves into
say farewell to his command. While Sandy and | look forward to taevarfighting numbered air force. We invested millions of dollars in
new challenges and opportunities coming with our next assignmeartovation and construction projects to improve the infrastructure
to the Air Force Academy, the happiness is tinged with regret that quality of life on our bases for our people. We completed
we must say good-bye to the men and women who have serveddbimtless projects, special events and other activities. It has beer
command so well. very busy and wonderfully rewarding.

Over the past two years, we have had some exciting times as 3rleedless to say, there was a lot of “you” and very little “me” in
Air Force picked up responsibility for all Air Force activities nortthis “we.” | want to thank you for making this tour so exciting,
of the Alps and across much of sub-Saharan Africa. We sent lapgeductive and enjoyable. | am very proud of you and wish you well
numbers of people to preserve the peace in Bosnia and monitoinhthe days ahead.

By Maj. Gen Tad J. Oelstrom
3rd Air Force Commander

The Action Line is your direct link
to me for complaints, sugges-
tions, or comments. It's not in-
tended to replace the chain of
command. Whennormalcommand
and agency channels haven't
been able to resolve your con-
cerns, call (Ext. 2324), fax (Ext.
5367), e-mail (Action_Line), send
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dutyorhome phone number, andful APOmailingaddress, ~ section. John had been at Lakenheath simbeparture was due to cancer that was
Names are confidential. October 1989 and had always performetiscovered too late for successful treal
outstandingly. One of two awards he renent. John’s expertise and friendship will
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48th Fighter Wing - cently earned was the ‘Wing Environmentaie greatly missed by all who knew him.
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